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Anrnrvonnnr\rr rN THE NATTJRE oF A Sugsrrturn

TO RULES COmUITTEE PnrNr 115-18

Orrnnnn BY M

Strike all after the enacting clause and insert the

following:

1 srcuoN r. sHoRT TrrLE.

2 This Act may be cited as the "Veterans, Employees,

3 ancì. Taxpayers Protection Act of 2077" or the "VET Pro-

4 tection Act of 2017".

5 sEC. 2. LABoR MANAGEMEI\rI rN DEpARTMENT oF \IET-

6 ERANSAFFATRS.

7 (a) Ix Gnxnrur,.-Chapter 7 of title 38, Ilnited

I States Code, is amended by adding at the end the fol-

9 lowing new subchapter:

10 "SUBCHAPTER, III-LABOR MANAGEMEI.{T

11 "ç741. Records on use of offïcial time

12 "(a) Tn*+.cKINc oF OFFTcTAL TIIIE.-The Secretary,

13 in consultation with the Office of Personnel Nlanagement

14 ancL the Office of Management and Budget, shall track

15 the use of official time by employees of the Department

16 of Yeterans Affairs in a manner that accounts for such

17 time accurately and to a specific degree without the use

l8 of estimates or ranges of time.
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1 "(b) Arxu¿u, Rnpont.-(l) Not later than Decem-

2 ber 31 of each year, the Secretary shall submit to the Of-

3 fice of Personnel Nlanagement and the Committees on

4 Veterans' Affairs of the Ilouse of Representatives and the

5 Senate a report on the use of official time by employees

6 of the Department cluring the most recently encled fiscal

7 year.

I "(2) Each report under paragraph (1) shall include,

9 r,vith respect to the fiscal year covered by the report, the

10 following information:

11 "(A) The total amount of official time, in

12 hours, as recorded by the agency's timekeeping sys-

13 tem, granted to employees, including the percent in-

14 crease or decrease in the use of official time granted

15 to employees, and the number of employees per bar-

16 gaining unit in comparison to the amount of hours

I7 of official time granted to employees.

18 "(B) The total amount of official time expendecl

L9 per employee, the average amount of official time ex-

20 pendect per bargaining unit employee, and the

2I amount of official time expended per employee for

22 term negotiations, mid-term negotiations, general

23 labor-management relations, dispute resolution,

24 health and saf'ety training and implementation, whis-

25 tleblower protection, reporting of fraud and abuse
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resulting in Inspector General investigations and re-

ports, implementation of new management direc-

tives, and gathering of information ancl evidence to

support claims of cliscrimination based gencler, race,

age, clisability and veteran status.

"(C) The specific types of activities or purposes

for which official time was granted, and the impact

which the granting of such official time for such ac-

tivities or purposes hacl on the operations of the De-

partment.

"(D) The total number of bargaining unit em-

ployees, by position, to whom official time was

granted, and, of that total, the number who were not

engagecì, in any activities or purposes except activi-

ties or purposes involving the use of official time.

"(E) The number of non-union employees per

bargaining unit represented or assistecl by employees

to whom official time was granted.

"(F) The total amount of actual compensation

(including fringe benefits), job title, ancl amount of

official time afforded to any employee.

"(G) A description of any room or space des-

ignatecl at the Department where official time actiú-

ties will be conducted, including the square footage

of any such room or space.
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1 "(3) All information inclucled in the report uncler this

2 subsection shall-

3 "(A) be shown for the entire Department of

4 Veterans Affairs ancl each major component agency

5 thereof; and

6 "(B) be accompanied by the corresponding in-

7 formation for the previous year) together with appro-

8 priate comparisons and analyses.

9 "(c) DnprNITIoì\í oF OFFICIAT TIltE. p6¡ purposes

10 of this section, the term 'official time' means any periocl

1l of time-

12 "(1) which may be granted to an employee

13 under ehapter 71 of title 5 (including a collective

L4 bargaining agreement entered into under such chap-

15 ter) or chapter 74 of this title to perform represen-

16 tational or consultative functions; and

17 "(2) cLuring which the employee would otherwise

18 be in a duty status.".

lg (b) Cmnrc¡tl ArtnNDr,IENr.-The table of sections

20 .at the beginning of such chapter is amended by adding

2l at the end the following:

"SLIBCFL\pIER III-I \BoR IL\NÀ(ìEIIDNT

"741. Records on use of official time.".
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I snc. s. REqUTRED pRoBATroNARy pERroD FoR NEw EM-

2 pLoyEEs oF DEpARTMEI\rI oF vETERANS AF-

3 rArRS.

4 (a) PnoeÀrroNÀRY Pnnron.-

5 (1) Ix GENERÀr,.-Chapter 7 of title 38, Ilnited

6 States Code, is further amended by inserting after

7 section 777 the follor,ving new section:

8 "$ 719. Probationary period for employees

9 "(a) Ix Gpxnn¿.r,.-Nofi,vithstanding sections 3321

10 ancl 3393(cl) of title 5, the appointment of a covered em-

11 ployee shall become frnal only after such employee has

12 served a probationaryperiod ofone year.

13 "(b) Cor,'nRED EMpLoyEE.-In this section, the term

14'coverecl employee'-

15 "(1) means any inclividual-

16 "(A) appointed to a permanent position

17 within the competitive service at the Depart-

18 ment; or

19 "(B) appointed as a career appointee (as

20 that term is definecl in section 3132(a)(a) of

2l title 5) within the Senior Executive Service at

22 the Department; and

23 "(2) does not include any inclividual with a pro-

24 bationary period prescribed by section 7 403 of this

25 title.
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I "(c) PnnrmNENr Htnss.-lrIot later than 90 days

2 before the expiration of a covered employee's probationary

3 period under subsection (a), the supervisor of the em-

4 ployee shall tietermine whether the appointment becomes

5 final based on regulations prescribecl for such purpose by

6 the Secretary.".

7 (2) Cr,nmc.tr, ¡\ND coliFonlrrNc Al,rEríD-

8 rvlpN'r'Is.-

9
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(A) ClnnIcu,.-The table of sections at

the beginning of such chapter, as amended by

section 2, is further amencled by inserting after

the item relating to section 777 the following

new item:

"719. Prob¿tiona.ry period fbr emplo¡rees.".

(B) CoxnoRr,IINIG.-Title 5, Ilnited States

Code, is amended-

(i) in section 3321(c)-

(I) by striking "Service, or" and

inserting t'Serice,"; and

(II) by inserting at the end be-

fore the period the follorving: ", or

any individual covered by section 719

of title 38";

(ii) in section 3393(d), by inserting at

the enct before the period the following: ('or

section 719 of title 38";
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1 (iii) in sections 7501(1) and

2 7511(a)(1)(A)(ii), by inserting ((or 
section

3 719 of title 38" after "title 10" in each in-

4 stance it appears; and

5 (iv) in section 7541(1)(A)-

6 (I) by striking "title or" and in-

7 serting "title,"; and

I (II) by inserting at the end be-

9 fore the semi-colon the fottowing: ((, or

10 section 719 of title 38".

11 (b) AppllcArlot{.-Section 719 of title 38, United

12 States Code, as added by subsection (a)(1), shall apply

13 to any covered employee (as that term is defined in sub-

14 section (b) of such section 719, as so added) appointed

15 after the date of the enactment of this Act.
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