
Cárdenas Amendment 1– Coding as a Critical Foreign Language 

Amending the ESEA,  the Elementary and Secondary Education Act, 20 U.S.C.A. § 9802, 

to redefine the term “critical foreign language” as “a foreign language, including computer 

programming languages (INSERT),  that the Secretary determines, in consultation with the 

heads of such Federal departments and agencies as the Secretary determines appropriate, is 

critical to the national security and economic competitiveness of the United States.” 

 

 


