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AMENDMENT TO RULES COMM. PRINT 119-33

OFFERED BY MR. CASE OF HAWAII

In title VIII, subtitle K, add at the end the following

new section:
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SEC. 8 . STUDY AND REPORT ON ACQUISITION AUTHORI-
TIES FOR GEOGRAPHIC COMBATANT COM-
MANDS.

(a) STUDY REQUIRED.—The Under Secretary of De-
fense for Acquisition and Sustainment, in consultation
with the commanders of the geographic combatant com-
mands, shall conduct a comprehensive study on the exist-
ing acquisition and procurement authorities of the geo-
oraphic combatant commands. The purpose of the study
shall be to determine whether modifications to such au-
thorities are required to enable direct, rapid acquisition
tailored to unique and specific theater threats.

(b) MATTERS ADDRESSED.—The study required
under subsection (a) shall address, at a minimum, the fol-
lowing matters:

(1) ABILITY TO MEET JOINT URGENT OPER-

ATIONAL NEEDS.—Assessing the historical effective-

ness of existing contracting authorities to address
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1 Joint Urgent Operational Needs related to critical
2 operational shortfalls.

3 (2) RAPID ACQUISITION FUNDING FLEXI-
4 BILITY.—Granting commands limited rapid acquisi-
5 tion authority, modeled after wartime Urgent Oper-
6 ational Needs funds, to address immediate, time-sen-
7 sitive theater threats.

8 (3) INTEGRATION WITH SERVICE ACQUISITION
9 ORGANIZATIONS.—Establishing closer formal connec-
10 tions between commands and existing service acqui-
11 sition organizations by removing administrative bar-
12 riers, enhancing collaboration, and increasing ecach
13 command’s direct involvement in major procurement
14 decisions.

15 (4) INTEGRATION WITH MULTINATIONAL AND
16 ALLIED INDUSTRY.—Options for extending the
17 mechanisms provided by subtitles A and B of title
18 VIII of the National Defense Authorization Act for
19 Fiscal Year 2026 (Public Law 119-60), including
20 other transaction authorities and modular open sys-
21 tems architectures, so they can be applied in part-
22 nership with trusted allies and partners in the com-
23 mands’ respective regions in an effort to better le-
24 verage regional industrial capacity.
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1 (5) ACQUISITION WORKFORCE EXPERTISE IN
2 JOINT REQUIREMENTS.—Evaluating the extent to
3 which personnel assigned to combatant command
4 headquarters and service-assigned personnel have
5 the availability, training, and specialized acquisition
6 background to assess combatant command joint re-
7 quirements.

8 (6) MIDDLE TIER OF ACQUISITION AUTHORI-
9 TIES.—The feasibility of better integrating com-
10 mands into middle tier of acquisition authorities
11 under section 3602 of title 10, United States Code,
12 to allow direct alignment of acquisition pilots with
13 theater-specific operational problems.

14 (7) AUTHORITY FOR INDUSTRY CONSORTIA.—
15 Allowing commands to establish regional innovation
16 consortia with regionally-based companies, academic
17 institutions, and international allies to accelerate the
18 co-development of region-specific technology.

19 (¢) REPORT.—Not later than 180 days after the date
20 of the enactment of this Act, the Under Secretary of De-
21 fense for Acquisition and Sustainment shall submit to the
22 congressional defense committees a report containing the
23 findings of the study, along with specific legislative and
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I policy options for addressing any shortfalls identified in
2 subsection (b).
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Amendment to Rules Comm. Print 119–33


Offered by Mr. Case of Hawaii


In title VIII, subtitle E, add at the end the following new section:


SEC. 8__. Study and report on acquisition authorities for geographic combatant commands.

(a) Study required.—The Under Secretary of Defense for Acquisition and Sustainment, in consultation with the commanders of the geographic combatant commands, shall conduct a comprehensive study on the existing acquisition and procurement authorities of the geographic combatant commands. The purpose of the study shall be to determine whether modifications to such authorities are required to enable direct, rapid acquisition tailored to unique and specific theater threats.


(b) Matters addressed.—The study required under subsection (a) shall address, at a minimum, the following matters: 


(1) ABILITY TO MEET JOINT URGENT OPERATIONAL NEEDS.—Assessing the historical effectiveness of existing contracting authorities to address Joint Urgent Operational Needs related to critical operational shortfalls.


(2) RAPID ACQUISITION FUNDING FLEXIBILITY.—Granting commands limited rapid acquisition authority, modeled after wartime Urgent Operational Needs funds, to address immediate, time-sensitive theater threats.


(3) INTEGRATION WITH SERVICE ACQUISITION ORGANIZATIONS.—Establishing closer formal connections between commands and existing service acquisition organizations by removing administrative barriers, enhancing collaboration, and increasing each command’s direct involvement in major procurement decisions.


(4) INTEGRATION WITH MULTINATIONAL AND ALLIED INDUSTRY.—Options for extending the mechanisms provided by subtitles A and B of title VIII of the National Defense Authorization Act for Fiscal Year 2026 (Public Law 119–60), including other transaction authorities and modular open systems architectures, so they can be applied in partnership with trusted allies and partners in the commands’ respective regions in an effort to better leverage regional industrial capacity.


(5) ACQUISITION WORKFORCE EXPERTISE IN JOINT REQUIREMENTS.—Evaluating the extent to which personnel assigned to combatant command headquarters and service-assigned personnel have the availability, training, and specialized acquisition background to assess combatant command joint requirements. 


(6) MIDDLE TIER OF ACQUISITION AUTHORITIES.—The feasibility of better integrating commands into middle tier of acquisition authorities under section 3602 of title 10, United States Code, to allow direct alignment of acquisition pilots with theater-specific operational problems.


(7) AUTHORITY FOR INDUSTRY CONSORTIA.—Allowing commands to establish regional innovation consortia with regionally-based companies, academic institutions, and international allies to accelerate the co-development of region-specific technology. 


(c) Report.—Not later than 180 days after the date of the enactment of this Act, the Under Secretary of Defense for Acquisition and Sustainment shall submit to the congressional defense committees a report containing the findings of the study, along with specific legislative and policy options for addressing any shortfalls identified in subsection (b).
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  In title VIII, subtitle E, add at the end the following new section: 
  
  8__. Study and report on acquisition authorities for geographic combatant commands 
  (a) Study required The Under Secretary of Defense for Acquisition and Sustainment, in consultation with the commanders of the geographic combatant commands, shall conduct a comprehensive study on the existing acquisition and procurement authorities of the geographic combatant commands. The purpose of the study shall be to determine whether modifications to such authorities are required to enable direct, rapid acquisition tailored to unique and specific theater threats. 
  (b) Matters addressed The study required under subsection (a) shall address, at a minimum, the following matters: 
  (1) Ability to meet joint urgent operational needs Assessing the historical effectiveness of existing contracting authorities to address Joint Urgent Operational Needs related to critical operational shortfalls. 
  (2) Rapid acquisition funding flexibility Granting commands limited rapid acquisition authority, modeled after wartime Urgent Operational Needs funds, to address immediate, time-sensitive theater threats. 
  (3) Integration with service acquisition organizations Establishing closer formal connections between commands and existing service acquisition organizations by removing administrative barriers, enhancing collaboration, and increasing each command’s direct involvement in major procurement decisions. 
  (4) Integration with multinational and allied industry Options for extending the mechanisms provided by subtitles A and B of title VIII of the National Defense Authorization Act for Fiscal Year 2026 (Public Law 119–60), including other transaction authorities and modular open systems architectures, so they can be applied in partnership with trusted allies and partners in the commands’ respective regions in an effort to better leverage regional industrial capacity. 
  (5) Acquisition workforce expertise in joint requirements Evaluating the extent to which personnel assigned to combatant command headquarters and service-assigned personnel have the availability, training, and specialized acquisition background to assess combatant command joint requirements.  
  (6) Middle tier of acquisition authorities The feasibility of better integrating commands into middle tier of acquisition authorities under section 3602 of title 10, United States Code, to allow direct alignment of acquisition pilots with theater-specific operational problems. 
  (7) Authority for industry consortia Allowing commands to establish regional innovation consortia with regionally-based companies, academic institutions, and international allies to accelerate the co-development of region-specific technology.  
  (c) Report Not later than 180 days after the date of the enactment of this Act, the Under Secretary of Defense for Acquisition and Sustainment shall submit to the congressional defense committees a report containing the findings of the study, along with specific legislative and policy options for addressing any shortfalls identified in subsection (b). 
 

